ABSTRACT.-We report the first records of the western gray squirrel (Sciurus griseus) from Modoc County and eastern Lassen County in northeastern California. Specimens from Modoc County represent the first records of the species from the Great Basin geographic province. We conclude that these records represent a range expansion based upon previous fieldwork that did not report the species in the region.
Mammals of the Great Basin have been the subject of several studies (Grayson 1982 , Zeveloff 1988 , especially boreal mammals (Brown 1971 (Brown , 1978 Lawlor 1998 and references therein). To date, few species of tree squirrels are known from the Great Basin. The only species of Sciurus recognized by Zeveloff (1988) as a member of the Great Basin mammalian fauna is Abert's squirrel (Sciurus aberti), which, as he states, "is the only large tree squirrel in the Intermontane West." Abert's squirrel is known from small, isolated populations confined to higher elevations (above 2000 m) in the southeastern portion of the Great Basin (Zeveloff 1988) . The western gray squirrel (Sciurus griseus) occurs throughout parts of the Pacific states and Nevada (Hall 1981, Carraway and Verts 1994) . In Nevada, S. griseus is known from the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada (Johnson 1954 , Richardson 1954 .
Records of S. griseus from California are described on the map in Zeiner et al. (1990) , which shows western gray squirrels 120 km farther east than the figure in Hall (1981) . Zeiner et al. (1990) did not present specific localities, but they showed the distribution of S. griseus in the Devil's Garden area of Modoc County based on observations by Schneegas and Miller (1961) . Schneegas and Miller (1961) also reported sightings as far east as Sugar Hill in the Warner Mountains. Verts and Carraway (1998) reported unverified sightings of western gray squirrels from western Lake County in southern Oregon just north of the Devil's Garden area in California, making that easternmost locality in Oregon more likely. Records in Hall (1981) from California are those listed by Hall and Kelson (1959) . Thus, the 3 northeasternmost localities listed in Hall and Kelson (1959) are the basis for those presented by Carraway and Verts (1994) . Neither Hall (1981) nor Carraway and Verts (1994) were aware of the report by Schneegas and Miller (1961) . Herein, we report on additional observations of S. griseus from northeastern California that demonstrate this species occurring in the Great Basin. Furthermore, our records substantiate those of Schneegas and Miller (1961) as well as provide habitat information and voucher specimens from the region.
In autumn 2006, we collected 4 S. griseus near Lake City, Surprise Valley, Modoc County, California (Fig. 1) . These individuals were pre pared as standard skin and skeleton, with heart, liver, lung, and spleen preserved in 95% ethanol. This paper documents the range expansion of the western gray squirrel eastward from its previously known range in north central California (Hall and Kelson 1959 , Hall 1981 , Carraway and Verts 1994 to the Great Basin in Surprise Valley, Modoc County, and to near Susanville, Lassen County, California. This range expansion includes the movement of western gray squirrels into a new geographic province, the Great Basin of North America, as defined by Grayson (1993 ), Russell (1928 , and others.
The eastward range expansion of western gray squirrels appears to parallel that of the dusky-footed woodrat (Neotoma fuscipes) in northeastern California (Murray and Barnes 1969) . Murray and Barnes suggested the Pit River as a possible corridor used by the woodrat in its eastward route, and we suspect the same for the western gray squirrel. It is possible that the axis of expansion was out of Hat Creek Valley and across the ponderosa pine forests between the Hat Creek Rim and Susanville. The Pit River corridor would provide pine-(and/or juniper-) dominated mountain ranges intersected by rather narrow valleys that likely have sage flats. From there, squirrels could move from south of Bieber to the ENE toward Sage Hen (in Modoc and Lassen Counties) and stay in ponderosa pine and/or Jeffrey pine forests. Sage Hen also appears to be connected to the Warner Mountains by higher elevations dominated at least by junipers. Susanville is also connected to the Hat Creek country by bands of mountains. We suspect squirrels could move from the Hat Creek Rim to Susanville without leaving pine forests, though the route would be more circuitous than crossing sagebrush flats. 
